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A new Vibe 
in Melbourne.
Experience life in the heart of Melbourne and lose yourself 
in the famed laneways, creative spaces, restaurants and 
bars that make up the city’s favourite neighbourhoods. 

Book the Gourmet Delight package and save up to 10% 
with a complimentary bottle of wine and gourmet cheese 
platter on arrival plus free parking.
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A 3-night stay at Vibe Hotel Melbourne  
& a Eureka Skydeck experience for two

With an area of only 237 square kilometres, Victoria is the country’s 
most densely populated state. You wouldn’t guess that when you’re 

exploring its many mountainous regions, skiing in the winter, enjoying its 
pristine beaches and indulging in the awesome wine regions.

WIN!

Victoria
W E L C O M E

T O
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What’s inside
06 Melbourne 
Winding laneways, hidden bars, 
dramatic street art and some of 
the best coffee you’ll ever taste.
 
10 Flinders
Discover this quaint harbour 
town where the calm waters 
of Western Port Bay meet the 
rough seas of the Bass Strait.

14 Ballarat
Step back in time and 
experience what life was like at 
the centre of the 1800’s Gold 
Rush in regional Victoria.

18 Mornington Peninsula
Within easy reach of 
Melbourne, this pocket of the 
state promises heavenly hotels, 
hot springs and hedonistic 
wineries to truly indulge in.  

22 Daylesford
Neighbouring the Macedon 
Ranges, this once quiet country 
town is the go-to destination 
for gourmet getaways.

26 Healesville
This hipster Victorian country 
town offers a chilled local vibe 
and plenty to sip and nibble on.

30 Rutherglen
Great regional wines, delicious 
local produce and scenic 
countryside make this north-
east Victorian town a big win for 
weekend getaways. 

34 Bendigo
A legacy of historic attractions 
from the Gold Rush days and a 
modern food & culture scene – 
Bendigo does it both ways.

For more Victoria stories, head to trulyaus.com/victoria

https://www.trulyaus.com/destinations/victoria/
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When you get lost in Melbourne, you 
never stop finding new things to see 
and do.
From soothing seaside walks to 
curious cobblestone streets. Street  
art and expansive city gardens. 
Grungy bars and hearty meals 
at hidden restaurants. These are 
spots you can’t miss on your next 
Melbourne getaway.

Things to do in Melbourne
Some roam museums, others roam 
the streets to see contemporary art 
at its most raw. You could spend 
hours checking out the murals, stencil 
art, posters, and spray paintings that 
colour the brick walls of Melbourne’s 
Blender Lane and Hosier Lane. 
Perusing the city’s street art has 
become a quintessential activity for a 
Melbourne getaway. Whenever you 
need a break, just pop to a hole-in-
the-wall café, bar or restaurant before 
continuing your exploration.
 
There’s every reason to get lost in 
Centre Place. Marvel at the street 
art, treat yourself to some boutique 
shopping, and go café hopping. Once 
you realise that you’ve been there all 
day, it’s not difficult to find a place 
for dinner and a drink. If you’re after 
a grungy, rock ‘n’ roll experience, look 
no further than AC/DC Lane. The 
world-famous Cherry Bar has free 
shows most weeknights. Like most 
of Melbourne’s laneways, it’s also 
a hotspot for street art, with some 
murals honouring rock ‘n’ roll legends.
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 Music lovers should head to the 
Australian Music Vault. The stories 
of some of Australia’s greatest music 
legends come to life here. Visitors 
will learn about the history of genres, 
music journalism, design, and Maton 
guitars. The exhibition is free, but 
there’s an option to purchase a 
mixtape card. This allows you to 
create a Spotify playlist based on 
songs mentioned in the experience 
which is emailed to you at the end.

Gardens and walks in the city
An amble through Melbourne’s Royal 
Botanic Gardens is the perfect respite 
from the hustle and bustle of the city 
centre. Admire the lush green lawns 
and lily-spotted lakes as you while 
away a few hours in absolute serenity. 
If the kids are coming along, take 
them to the children’s garden, where 
they can enjoy plant tunnels and a 
bamboo forest. The gardens also host 
summer events, theatre performances 
and movies on the lawn.
 
Escape the city and set out on a 
Williamstown Heritage Walk. Take a 
gorgeous waterfront stroll and feel 
the breeze coming in from Port Phillip 
Bay. Williamstown is full of shops 
and restaurants to browse. Try a self-
guided walking tour of the seafront 
and gaze at beautiful views of historic 
buildings and the Melbourne skyline. 

Dining in Melbourne 
At Pastuso, you can get a taste of 
the fresh flavours of the Peruvian 
coast, jungle and Andes mountains in 
a colourful and modern atmosphere. 
Chef Alejandro Saravia is well-known 
for bringing Peruvian cuisine to the 
Australian food scene. Here, he leads 
the way, serving ceviche, grilled 
and smoked meats, and his take on 
Peruvian street food. There is also 
an extensive, mostly South American 
wine list and cocktails spiked with 
pisco, a Peruvian brandy.
 
The humble, unassuming meatball 
gets its time in the spotlight at fun-
loving establishment, The Meatball 
& Wine Bar. It promises comfort 
food in a comforting atmosphere in 
a comfortable price range. This place 
is a fantastic option after a long day 
of roaming the laneways. Needless 
to say, if you have a penchant for 
Italian wine with your ‘balls, you know 
exactly where to go.
 
HuTong Dumpling Bar is an old-style 
Chinese restaurant takes its name 
from the alleyways, or ‘hutongs’, that 
characterise the most ancient parts 
of China’s cities – so it’s perfectly 
situated in Market Lane. This is the 
place to go for dim sum and the 
traditional dishes you might find in 
everyday Chinese households.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE8

https://www.trulyaus.com/12-places-melbourne-getaway/
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Flinders
Located beside spectacular West 
Head on the heel of the Mornington 
Peninsula, where the calm waters 
of Western Port Bay meet the 
sometimes-rough seas of Bass Strait, 
Flinders is a pretty seaside town of 
less than 1000 people.

The town of Flinders, Victoria 
borders the Mornington Peninsula 
National Park, whose rugged basalt 
cliffs and wild ocean beaches extend 
to the Cape Schanck Lighthouse 
and beyond. Its long pier, perfect 
for fishing and diving, extends into 
Westernport Bay. The Golf Course, 
has a drop-dead gorgeous setting 

along the cliffs, while wineries cover 
the rolling hills of the hinterland. 
Amidst all this natural grandeur, the 
town has retained a village feel, with 
old-fashioned shopfronts housing a 
general store, cafés, boutiques, art 
galleries and antique shops.

Wining & dining in Flinders
Donna Maria entices with its compact 
menu of well-priced classy Italian 
dishes, such as hand-made penne 
Bolognese with Wagyu, black pepper 
and Grana Padano or gnocchi, braised 
lamb, cavalo nero, cherry tomatoes 
and pecorino. It has a small list of 
local and Italian wines. 

WORDS: SUSAN GOUGH HENLY



Located within the hotel, The Deck 
Bar & Bistro at Flinders Hotel 
offers an innovative seasonal menu 
alongside pub classics. Dine outdoors 
in warm weather or stay close to the 
open fireplace in winter. There’s also a 
children’s playground onsite.

Set among kitchen gardens and herb 
boxes, the uber-healthy Georgie Bass 
Cafe & Cookery offers all-day dining 
and terrific hands-on cooking classes. 
And for something a little naughty, 
head over to Mornington Peninsula 
Chocolaterie and Ice Creamery 
to taste hand-crafted couverture 
chocolate and sublime Italian gelato. 
There’s also a brownie bar and hands-
on chocolate-making workshops. 

Flinders Sourdough is an historic 
bakery selling naturally fermented 
organic sourdough bread fresh, baked 
in its wood-fired Scotch oven. For a 
hands-on experience, visitors can try 
the traditional bread-making classes.

For more baked goods, Pier Provedore 
offers a blackboard menu of healthy 
breakfast and lunch dishes based 
around fresh local produce. You can 
also buy Flinders mussels directly off 
a punt on the Flinders Pier when the 
sandwich board is out. 

Best bars & cafes to visit
Visit the Village Cafe & Wine Bar any 
time of day and you’re in for a treat. 
Start the day with house-roasted 
coffee and fabulous homemade cakes, 
settle in for a long lazy lunch, or 
sample wine and tapas in the evening. 
In summer the sun-filled courtyard 
is ideal, while a cosy fireplace keeps 
things warm in winter. They have a 
range of local beers and ciders on tap 
and nearly 500 wines to choose from, 
as well as locally produced Bass & 
Flinders gins.

Located at the Flinders Hotel, Zigis 
Bar is a relaxed venue with a white-
washed interior, an artisanal bar 
made from Flinders pier timbers and 
turquoise fish-scale tiles, all adding up 
to a laid-back coastal aesthetic. Fresh 
local seafood, in bite-sized dishes, 
goes down a treat with a drinks list 
that features the best Mornington 
Peninsula wines, beers and cocktails.

The southernmost vineyard on the 
Mornington Peninsula, Nazaaray 
Estate Winery is owned and run by 
Indian-Australian couple Param and 
Nirmal Ghumman, who, in addition to 
cellar door wine tastings, sometimes 
offer fabulous Indian feasts called 
Tiffin Time, paired with their wines.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE12

https://www.trulyaus.com/flinders/
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An easy weekend getaway from 
Melbourne, Ballarat has a complex 
tapestry of history waiting to be 
unfurled the next time you visit..

Ballarat during the Gold Rush
If it weren’t for the cars lining the 
road, Ballarat’s Lydiard Street could 
still be in the late-1800s. The grand 
Victorian-era buildings adorning both 

Ballarat
sides of the street echo Ballarat’s 
place at the centre of Victoria’s gold 
rush, an era that saw it become one 
of the wealthiest towns in the world. 
Ballarat, around 120 kilometres from 
Melbourne, was settled by graziers in 
the 1830s. But the discovery of gold 
here in 1851 changed everything. 
Within two months of the first gold 
strike in August 1851, 4000 people 
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had rushed to Ballarat, hoping to 
strike it rich. Some prospered. Most 
failed. With the luck spread thinly, 
prosperity and poverty collided 
at Ballarat, leaving lasting stamps 
on Victoria’s third-largest city 
and shaping seminal moments in 
Australia’s history.
 
The gold rush created Ballarat’s 
architectural grandeur. A few 
blocks of Lydiard Street are widely 
considered to be the best-preserved 
Victorian-era streetscape outside of 
the UK. Gold also made Ballarat an 
aspirational city, a place the wealthy 
and famous wanted to visit.
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Craig’s Royal Hotel
Plenty has happened at Craig’s Royal 
Hotel, which is one of Ballarat’s 
most famous landmarks. It became a 
goldfields icon in 1867 when Queen 
Victoria’s son Prince Alfred, the Duke 
of Edinburgh came to stay. Its long 
guest list of celebrities includes other 
royals, author Mark Twain and Dame 
Nellie Melba, who once sang to an 
adoring crowd in the street below 
from the hotel’s prominent reading 
room balcony. 

Ballarat Botanical Gardens Victoria 
In 1860, the city set aside 102 acres 
to transform into a lavish botanical 
garden. Today, just outside Ballarat, 
plump trees and ornate garden 
beds line the avenues. The Ballarat 
Botanical Gardens became famous 
for its collection of fine statues. 
Businessman Thomas Stoddard 
bought and donated its 12 Italian 
marble statues. Scottish-born Russell 
Thomson donated more pieces 
including a popular statue of William 
Wallace (aka Braveheart) in tribute to 
his ancestry. 

Sovereign Hill 
With the lasting impact of gold on 
the city’s architecture and culture, 
it’s no surprise that Ballarat’s most 
popular tourist attractions hero its 
gold rush heritage. Sovereign Hill is 
an entertaining and realistic outdoor 

museum. It showcases life on the 
diggings is from the perspectives 
of prospectors, shopkeepers, 
tradespeople, mine owners and 
Chinese immigrants. 
 There are plenty of opportunities to 
get hands-on, such as panning for 
gold, going bowling, touring a mine or 
watching artisans demonstrate their 
skills. New offerings at Sovereign Hill 
in 2019 include evening lamp-lit tours 
and an all-new sound and light show 
that explores the story of gold.

Places to eat in Ballarat
Craig’s Royal Hotel also provides 
options for all-day dining. The Gallery 
Restaurant offers buffet breakfast 
followed by sophisticated lunch and 
dinner menus. A quick coffee and 
a snack are also on offer all day in 
Craig’s Café and Larder.
 
The popular and busy L’Espresso and 
Ballarista also have great coffee and 
breakfast. For a breakfast truly worthy 
of gracing your Instagram feed, Yellow 
Espresso is a must. 
 
If you love pizza head to ever-popular 
The Forge Pizzeria for its delicious 
thin-crust woodfired pizzas. There are 
some pizza shop classics like Hawaiian 
and Capricciosa alongside a gourmet 
menu featuring trendy toppings 
like pulled pork, woodfire-roasted 
pumpkin and garlic prawns.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE
16

https://www.trulyaus.com/history-of-ballarat-vic/


“Behind the bricks and 
mortar, every building tells 

a story: sometimes good, 
sometimes bad,”
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Mornington 
Peninsula
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Within easy reach of Melbourne, the 
Mornington Peninsula forms a blissful 
union of hot springs, heavenly hotels 
and hedonistic wineries, all waiting to 
be explored.
 
Rare Hare Wine & Food Store
It’s 11am on the Mornington 
Peninsula, and I’m confidently sipping 
my second glass of chardonnay. 
Looking around Rare Hare, I’m 
pleasantly surprised to see I’m not 
alone. The glass-enclosed cellar door 
overlooking gentle vine-clad slopes is 
the perfect perch for a mid-morning 
imbibe. Plus, the deliciously oaky 
tipple helps to digest the incredible 
architectural drama that surrounds.
Clad in dark zinc with charred timber 
and black metal detailing, Rare Hare 
and its adjoining Jackalope Hotel 
could have slipped straight from 
continental Europe, so high-style is 
its jagged form against the bucolic 
backdrop.
Thanks to the likes of Frank Gehry 
at Marques de Riscal in Spain’s Rioja, 
and Zaha Hadid’s Rafael Lopez de 
Heredia Tondonia Winery in the same 
region, having an Alice in Wonderland 
moment like this one – in some of the 
world’s most wonderful wine country 
– is now becoming perfectly normal.

Beautiful Beaches
Take a Mornington Peninsula tour 
80 kilometres south of Melbourne, 
and just as the suburban landscape 
begins to turn to green, you’ll arrive 
on an outcrop of vine-laced land. The 

Mornington Peninsula is definitely 
a place to visit if you like the ocean: 
head for booming surf at Point Leo, 
or paddle in calm waters at Portsea 
Front Beach. And it’s now also one 
of Australia’s hottest destinations 
for forward-thinking wineries and 
boundary-pushing restaurants – 
 and hotels that house them both. 

19



Visiting Pt. Leo Estate
One of the newest additions to 
the prestigious Relais & Châteaux 
portfolio is the property’s Laura 
restaurant, headed up by chef Phil 
Wood (ex-Rockpool) and delivering 
inventive, flower-dusted plates like 
fluffy magenta beetroot pancakes 
with lemon curd and salmon roe,  
and orange Dutch carrot soufflé.

Tear your gaze away from Wood’s 
culinary creations and you’re nose-
to-glass with an overwhelming 
collection of more than 50 large-
scale modernist sculptures. Created 
by the likes of Tony Cragg, Inge King 
and Andrew Rogers, the art park is 
scattered around elm tree woodlands 
and grassy panoramas, overlooking 
the estate’s 10-year-old vines and 
reaching over to Western Port Bay.

Beer, cider & spirits Trails
All around there are vineyards 
crisscrossing rolling hills and small 
farms producing fresh food, from 
strawberries and cherries to lavender 
and goats’ cheese. And then there 
are the apples, which are transformed 
into biodynamic cider at Mock Red 
Hill. Newly refurbished, the orchard’s 
cellar door now features a lovingly 
curated collection of sofas dotted 
across the original 1945 cool room.
This is one of the places you’re 
encouraged to visit on the new Beer, 
Cider & Spirits Trail, which also lists 
the relatively new St Andrews Beach 

Brewery. A stunning spot housed in 
old horse stables, the establishment 
serves five standard and two seasonal 
home brews – head outside to find 
the former 1200-metre race track, 
now planted with 8000 apple and 
pear trees to fuel their future cider-
making plans.

Peninsula Hot Springs
Victoria’s Daylesford region may be 
famed for its mineral-rich waters, but 
Peninsula Hot Springs – situated on 
Mornington’s south coast – steals 
the spotlight when it comes to spa 
offerings that pamper above and 
beyond your usual soak and massage. 
This lavish network of more than 20 
pools, waterfalls and hamams makes 
the most of the region’s geothermal 
water, which happens to be among 
the oldest of its kind in the world. 

It’s not new, but a 2018 expansion 
saw the addition of a Fire and Ice 
experience (think saunas and snow 
caves) and a lakeside amphitheatre. 
A series of terraced vegetable 
gardens will soon be completed to 
supply the spa’s onsite kitchens, 
alongside a cultural meeting place for 
fireside storytelling, yet more pools 
(some with underwater speakers), a 
new wellness centre offering aerial 
yoga and a reflexology walk. It also 
comes with a reason to return next 
year: the promise of glamping and 
luxe eco-lodges, each sporting private 
pools for hot spring soaks. 

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE20

https://www.trulyaus.com/mornington-peninsula-guide-victoria/


All around there are vineyards 
crisscrossing rolling hills and 

small farms producing fresh food, 
from strawberries and cherries to 

lavender and goats’ cheese.
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Daylesford
Three decades ago, Daylesford was 
a quiet country town in regional 
Victoria, probably best-known for 
producing its high-quality potatoes. 
Fast forward to today: Daylesford and 
the neighbouring Macedon Ranges 
wine region are gourmet getaways for 
Melbourne’s movers and shakers.  

Just one hour’s drive from Melbourne, 
Daylesford and the next-door village 
of Hepburn Springs are alive with top-
notch restaurants, vibrant country 
pubs, wine bars and upmarket 
accommodation.

The area is known for its natural spring 
mineral spas and is home to 80 per 
cent of Australia’s effervescent mineral 
water reserves. Standouts include the 
Mineral Spa at Peppers Springs Retreat 
and Salus Spa.
 
Daylesford has a definite chilled-out 
vibe; relaxed but blessed with myriad 
coffee and food options, and it’s 
become extremely popular with  
same-sex couples.



Top restaurants in the region
Make sure you add this Frank & 
Connie’s Kitchen in Hepburn Springs 
to your dining out list, where chef 
Caliopi Buck serves up delicious small 
plates and share dishes from an ever-
changing blackboard menu.

Lunch at Passing Clouds Winery, just 
out of town in Musk, is a must-do. 
Sample some pinot and shiraz before 
sitting down to a rustic feast of local 
meats grilled over coals, served 
with herbs and vegetables from the 
adjacent potager.
 
Delicious breakfast, lunch and dinner 
choices are served at the Boathouse 
Restaurant, overlooking Lake 
Daylesford. Its relaxed, professional 
service makes for a great environment 
to enjoy a glass of wine and enjoy 
beautiful year-round views.
 
Known as one of the region’s best 
cafés, it’s not uncommon for locals to 
stop in a Cliffy’s Emporium more than 
once a day. They serve exceptional 
coffee and local produce including 
cheese, meat, eggs, honey and a 
charcuterie plate. Breakfast and lunch 
are served alongside housemade 
cakes and biscuits.

DOS Delicatessen stocks some of the 
region’s, and the world’s, best cheese 
and small goods producers. With 

catering, coffee, toasties, pastries and 
more, this place has a lot going for it. 

Bars and cafes in Daylesford
Right in the centre of town, 
Daylesford Hotel serves a great 
selection of local wines and beers 
(even a local gin and tonic combo) 
alongside good value pub grub.
 
Located atop the stunning boulder 
strewn hills of the Great Dividing 
Range, Granite Hills overlooks the 
vineyard and gives quite the first 
impression. The award-winning 
winery offers a variety of wines such 
as a 2017 tempranillo, 2013 shiraz, 
2015 late harvest riesling, as well 
as handmade wines which utilise 
traditional winemaking techniques.
 
Housed in a 19th-century red brick 
hotel, Holgate Brewhouse offers 
tastings paddles of classic beers using 
just four ingredients – malt, hops, 
yeast and Macedon Ranges water. 
And over at Daylesford Cider Co, you 
can sample traditional styles of cider 
made with English-heritage cider 
apples. Their tasty seasonal menu is 
also worth a try.

If you’re still standing after all that, 
pop into Herbal Lore Liqueurs to 
sample a range of gins and liqueurs, 
set in the refurbished old Daylesford 
Butter Factory.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE24

https://www.trulyaus.com/daylesford/


Daylesford and the neighbouring 
Macedon Ranges wine region are 

gourmet getaways for Melbourne’s 
movers and shakers.  
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WORDS: SUSAN GOUGH HENLY

Healesville
Come for the Aussie animals, stay for 
the gourmet goodies and great drinks. 
This hipster Victorian country town 
offers a chilled local vibe and punches 
well above its weight in the sipping and 
eating department.
 
Built at the confluence of the 
Watts River and Grace Burn Creek, 
surrounded by vineyards and low-
lying mountains, the once sleepy 
Healesville could now easily be 
renamed ‘Hipsterville’. This low-key but 
increasingly buzzy town is the gateway 
to the Yarra Valley wine region. And it’s 
just an hour’s drive from Melbourne.

It’s home to Healesville Sanctuary, one 
of Australia’s finest Australian animal 
sanctuaries, where you can pat a 
wombat and tickle a platypus in natural 
bush surroundings. Healesville has also 
become something of a destination in 
its own right thanks to its exceptional 
food and drink offerings.

Best restaurants in Healesville
Named after jazz saxophonist John 
Coltrane’s first solo album, Giant 
Steps Yarra Valley injects a little urban 

27



chic into Healesville. The glass-sided 
winery is located in the middle of a 
large warehouse, where you can watch 
every step of the winemaking process 
while tasting Giant Steps single 
vineyard wines. It’s also a terrific spot 
for a classy restaurant meal.
 
Located in a welcoming warehouse 
space, Innocent Bystander triples as a 
restaurant, bar and cellar door, offering 
tastings of its affordable wines, beers 
and ciders – which go down a treat 
along with its superb wood-fired 
pizzas, paella and share dishes. Choose 
from casual leather couches or a more 
formal dining area.
 
The Healesville Hotel ticks all the 
boxes. In the mornings you can enjoy 
coffee and muffins, while later in the 
day you can taste Yarra Valley Wines 
with cheeses, charcuterie plates and 
toasties. Hang out with locals on 
Sundays for a barbecue of slow-grilled 
local sirloin or pork belly with all the 
trimmings in the pretty garden, or 
enjoy gourmet meals in the charming 
dining room.
 
For something sweet, try Healesville 
Candy Emporium. This good old-
fashioned lolly shop offers a wide 
range of both old-school and new 
Aussie, US, and British sweet treats. 
There’s also hampers, giftware and 
toys available.

Bars & cafes
Serious coffee roaster and sourdough 
breadmaker, Habituel is the perfect 
place to start the day, with an in-
house or single origin coffee blend 
alongside a sweet treat. Be sure 
to grab a loaf of the scrumptious 
sourdough bread on your way out.
 
Graceburn Wine Room is an edgy 
little tasting room and wine bar of 
Mac Forbes Wines, one of Victoria’s 
cult cool climate boutique wineries. 
Taste vertical vintages from Mac 
Forbes as well as a range of wine 
flights which give insight into the 
Yarra Valley wine region. 

The groovy contemporary tasting 
room at Four Pillars is located in a 
repurposed timber yard in Healesville. 
Visitors can learn about gin botanicals 
and distilling over a guided tasting of 
neat gins. You can also enjoy a paddle 
of four gins served with Fever Tree 
tonic or a terrific gin cocktail with a 
cheeseboard. Four Pillars gin uses 
native Australian botanicals and each 
bottle is individually hand labelled. 

Payten & Jones Wines is a fairly new 
cellar door from Healesville-born-
and-bred winemakers Behn Payten 
and Troy Jones, who produce minimal 
intervention wines ‘with a little soul 
left in’. There’s also cider, beer and 
great music.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE28

https://www.trulyaus.com/healesville/


This low-key but 
increasingly buzzy town 

is the gateway to the Yarra 
Valley wine region.
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Rutherglen
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Picturesque Rutherglen, in the heart 
of north-east Victoria, is a small town 
with a global reputation for its fortified 
wines. Go there to sample some of 
the region’s great wines and delicious 
local produce, and savour the scenic 
countryside.
 
In addition to being the traditional 
home of Australia’s great port styles, 
muscats and topaques, Rutherglen 
and neighbouring Wahgunyah are also 
gaining attention for the quality of their 
table wines.

Rutherglen is about 300 kilometres from 
Melbourne about 20 wineries in all, 
with several branching out stylistically 
into alternative grape varieties. The 
Rutherglen Wine Experience and Visitor 
Information Centre has a display on 
the town’s rich history, and offers local 
tourism information.

The region is home to some of the most 
picturesque camping, fishing, cycling, 
swimming and boating locations in 
Australia. One of the more interesting 
ways of exploring is the Wahgunyah to 
Rutherglen extension of the Murray to 
Mountains Rail Trail, enabling cyclists to 
ride the sealed path from the banks of 
the Murray to historic Rutherglen. The 
nine-kilometre trail travels through the 
heart of the wine region.

Dining scene in Rutherglen
Rutherglen is a close-knit community, 
and there’s a history of hospitality 
handed down from generation to 
generation. As a rule of thumb it’s 
best to lunch at one of the vineyard 
restaurants or cafés, and to have dinner 
in town at one of the several eating 
establishments on Main Street.
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Located within All Saints Estate, the 
Terrace Restaurant is where British-
born chef Simon Arkless has built a 
formidable reputation. The rather grand 
space is arguably the best eatery in 
north-east Victoria, and has wines from 
All Saints and St Leonards available by 
the glass.
 
At Jones Winery Restaurant, the 
delightful French-style country kitchen 
approaches food with a ‘no waste’ 
ideology, selecting only seasonal 
and local products from people 
the head chef, Briony Bradford, 
knows personally. This place pushes 
boundaries with its diverse flavours and 
unique dishes.
 
With its own onsite brewery, Taste@
Rutherglen place is a bustling spot 
serving contemporary Australian dishes 
and a wide selection of wines and 
craft beer. And over at Buller Wines, 
the in-house restaurant Ripe offers 
local flavours in a pleasant setting 
overlooking Buller Wines’ 100-year-old 
Calliope Vineyard.
 
One of most elegant local spots to 
dine, Tuileries Rutherglen has a great 
selection of both local produce and 
wine. A more country-oriented kitchen, 
the expansive garden provides a large 
seasonal selection of herbs and veggies.
 

To sample local gourmet goods, try 
the local Rutherglen Farmers Market, 
which brings into town a vast range of 
everything you might need to whip up 
your own delectable dishes. 

Must-visit wineries 
Wine is very much the raison d’être of 
Rutherglen. The vinous history here 
dates to the 1850s gold rush.
 
Established in 1858, Chambers 
Rosewood Vineyards is a family-owned 
establishment and the oldest winery in 
the region. Stephen Chambers is the 
sixth generation in his family to make 
wine at Rosewood.

Down a long driveway surrounded 
by vineyards, Morris Wines is a small 
family-run establishment. The winery 
was established in 1859 and his since 
won more than 4000 awards for 
its outstanding wines. To keep the 
history of the cellar door alive, views of 
century-old storage casts and dirt floors 
are all part of the experience.
 
At Pfeiffer Wines you can enjoy a glass 
of wine on the Sunday Creek Bridge 
while gazing down at lazy turtles below. 
It produces many wines of elegance, 
including crisp whites, full-bodied reds 
and internationally extolled muscats 
and topaques.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE32

https://www.trulyaus.com/rutherglen/


Rutherglen is home to some of 
the most picturesque camping, 
fishing, cycling, swimming and 
boating locations in Australia.
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Bendigo had its first lucky strike 
with a gold rush that left a legacy 
of historic attractions and splendid 
architecture. Add to these its 
modern-day food and culture, and 
you have a compelling Central 
Victorian city to explore.

Sampling the food scene
“I love chocolate, it’s always been a 
treat,” says Hayley Tibbett, owner of 
Bendigo’s Indulge Chocolates.  
“It only takes a little to give you that 
good vibe.”

For more than a decade, Tibbett 
has been creating fine Belgian-
style chocolate in Bendigo CBD. 
I’m delighted to sample a few tasty 
items such as shiraz ganache and 
chocolates with salted caramel  
and sea salt.
 
Chocolate is only the start of the 
dining adventure in Bendigo, whose 
food scene has leapt upward in 
quality in recent years. Held twice a 
month next to the Bendigo Visitor 
Centre, the Bendigo Community 
Farmers Market is a guaranteed 
source of local produce. One stall 
to look out for is Vintage Kitchen 
Preserves. Owner Sue Gerdsen 
sells spreads made with the utmost 
attention to minimising waste – 

including the ‘Outback Chutney’, 
made from zucchinis grown ‘out the 
back’ of her house.

The city also has some great 
restaurants. Masons of Bendigo is a 
stylish space serving dishes with an 
emphasis on local ingredients within 
a former glass factory. In atmospheric 
Chancery Lane is smooth bar The 
Dispensary, with a great drinks list 
ranging from local wines to obscure 
European beers. And BendiGo 
Wholefoods is a local favourite, 
matching a specialist grocery with a 
café specialising in tasty wholesome 
dishes. My bowl of housemade falafel 
with creamy beetroot hummus and 
coconut labneh makes a great lunch.



Art & culture
The city’s cultural pride and joy is 
Bendigo Art Gallery, which regularly 
hosts exclusive exhibitions with wide 
popular appeal. These shows have 
covered subjects such as Grace Kelly 
and Marilyn Monroe, with a recent 
blockbuster featuring portraits of 
British royalty.

Another cultural drawcard is the 
Ulumbarra Theatre, set within the 
walls of a former prison. The venue’s 
name means ‘meeting place’ in 
the language of the local Dja Dja 
Wurrung people, and it fulfils that 
function admirably with a diverse 
program of music and plays.

History & heritage
Bendigo was swept up in the gold 
rush fever that struck Victoria in the 
mid-19th century. One of the best 
ways of learning about that era is to 
drop into the Central Deborah Gold 
Mine, an original structure that’s open 
for visitors to explore. 

There are several tours available, 
but the top attraction has to be the 
Nine Levels of Darkness. The tour 
takes you 228 metres below ground, 
dressed in miners’ gear, to learn 
the traditional tricks of the trade: 
navigating tunnels, setting charges 
and operating a drill.

Another aspect of Bendigo’s past 
was the large number of miners 
who arrived from China, hoping to 
strike it lucky on the goldfields in the 
face of considerable discrimination. 
The Golden Dragon Museum tells 
the story of the city’s Chinese 
community via fascinating exhibits. 
The ceremonial dragons that give the 
museum its name include newcomer 
Dai Gum Loong, the longest in the 
world at 120 metres. Each year the 
dragons wind through the city streets 
for the annual Easter Festival.

Bendigo Tramways
A fun attraction that threads together 
city highlights is the tourist tram 
operated by Bendigo Tramways. One 
line remains from Bendigo’s original 
tram system which ran from 1890 to 
the 1970s. Today it plays host to a 
range of vintage vehicles. 

At one end of the route is the Central 
Deborah Gold Mine. From here the 
tram heads east along High Street and 
Pall Mall past the elegant Alexandra 
Fountain. At its eastern terminus 
is Bendigo Joss House Temple, a 
Chinese place of worship surviving 
from the gold rush era. Tram tickets 
are valid all day and allow passengers 
to hop on and off along the way. 
Don’t miss the monthly Blues Tram, 
featuring live music & entertainment.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE36

https://www.trulyaus.com/exploring-bendigo-central-victoria/
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Win a 3-night
Melbourne escape

You’re in the running to win a 3-night stay in Melbourne

Discover the endlessly fascinating and effortlessly cool streets of 
Melbourne with a stay at it’s newest, trendiest hotel. Vibe Hotel 
Melbourne is a brand-new build that dominates the intersection of 
Melbourne’s iconic Flinders and Queen Streets and allows guests to 
lose themselves in the city’s famed laneways and historic arcades – 
all of which are in striking distance from the hotel.

Prize includes:
• 3 nights accommodation at Vibe Hotel Melbourne
• Eureka Skydeck experience for two

Terms & conditions apply. See website for details. IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 


